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“My dad says I should be a basketball player because I have a lot of natural talent. That’s why I don’t 
worry too much about those other girls and what they say about me. I know I am a good athlete. And I 
am going to take business classes in high school so that I can manage my own career and money when 
I make it big,” says Darla with a slight smile.

Mr. Martin pushes her on the issue a bit. “Have you ever considered doing anything else?”

Darla replies quickly, “No way! My dad really wants me to be a basketball player. That’s who I am. It’s in 
my blood. Basketball is what makes me Darla. I am not good at many other things, especially school and 
making friends off the basketball court. So I’m sure I’ll be a basketball player.”

Mr. Martin ends the conversation, saying, “Well, Darla, 
I am glad you have such a clear vision of your future, 
but don’t be afraid to change that vision. As people 
make their way through high school and college, most 
change their minds about what and who they want to 
be in the future. Just keep your options open, okay?”

“Okay, but I already know who I am and where I’m 
going,” says Darla.

As Mr. Martin begins to put away the equipment, he 
thinks about a boy at his last school. Mark also didn’t 
have many friends or the skills to make friends. Rather, 
he had a short temper and typically was in other stu-
dents’ faces about something they had done to him or, 
at least, what Mark thought they had done to him. He 
never thought his remarks or retaliatory behaviors 
were as bad as those of the other kids. Mark and Darla 
had similar backgrounds, in that their parents were 
divorced and each lived with their father. Mr. Martin 
wonders how two children from such similar back-
grounds could act so different yet have so few friends.

ASSESS:
1.	 Darla seems to be a loner. Is this a bad thing? Why or why not?

2.	 What are some examples of appropriate social behavior? What are some examples of 
aggressive behavior?

3.	 How likely do you think it is that Darla will become a basketball player? Give the reasons  
for your answer.
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